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CASES BRING CALL 
7HE ALSTRALIAN in English 
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THE V:ctorian Minister for 
Heath. Mr Roper. has called 
on the Feceral Government to 
umplement tougher controls 
on imported food 

Mr Roper saic vesterday the 
four cases of Dotulism in NSW. 
which had .ed to the recaiung 
of ali mushrooms canned in 
Taiwan. highlighted serious 
weaxnesses in checks on 


should «eep 
cords of every shipment enter- 
ing the country to assist the 
Government in warning the 
public about suspect f 

Heaith Commission staff at- 
tempting © track Gowri cans 
of Taiwanese mushrooms in 
Victoma had been handi- 
Capped Decause the distridut- 
ing companys records were 
montis behind. s 

Mean whue. the NSW 
Department of Heath is ex- 
pecting Lo Nave Dy Monday the 
resuits of further tests on 
food. inciuding-the Taiwanese 
canned mushrooms eaten by 
four peopie who are suffering 
from Dotulismn 

Tests carmed out by the de- 
partment and the CSIRO 
have so far not established a 
Ln« Detween the mushrooms 
and -ne outoreaks of botulism 

The brands concerned are 

Gmural and Daftaw. Dut al! 
cans of mushrooms and cham- 
mgnons imported {rom Tai- 
wan have been ordered off 
shop sheives 

A spokesman for the Com- 
monweaith Depamment of 
Health said vesterday tat at 
this Mage (he matter was es- 
sentially a State Government 
responsi dility 


5400/7564 


. 


ll Mar 


cosetta Bosi and 


83 p 3 


Ross Peake! 


he Ceparl ment #as empow- 
ered +o check [ood at the pou: 
of entry Dut at the moment. 
was orimaruy concerned with 


high-msk foods such as 
praems peanuts Cates and 


Gess.cated cocorut It was un- 
ligely that Mmusmooms would 
be tested 

It could premibdit the import- 
ing of the mushrooms i it was 
ettad.isned that they were re- 
spor.tib.e for the outbreaks of 
botu.sm 


The general manager of the 
Pood Retawers Association of 
NSW. Mr Granam Parnell. 
said yesterday saic his associa- 
tion would support the NSW 
Department of Health on the 
matter 


Outbreaks 


Three of the food-poworung 
victims — a two-rear-id Oni- 
fith boy, tus grandfather and 
mother — were stul in hospita 
yesterday Dut they conditions 
are said (o De improving 


The condition of the latest 
victim. a muddie-aged Mac- 
quane FPieids man who was ad- 
mitted to Liverpool Hospita! 
on Wednesday. was yesterday 
Gescrided a3 satisfactory and 
Stabie 


In Queens.and :nhe Minister 
for Health. Mr Austin. | ester- 
Gay ca.ied for a. canned 
mushrooms from Taiwan +o De 
returned to retalers pending 
cariiication of the botulism 
outdreaas nn NSW 


Mr Austin said tnree cases of 
food poisoning in Brisbane. in- 
voiving people who Nad eaten 
mushrooms. were Oeing i- 
vesi.gated 














rye al Scan fin tied ait on - * a inal at i cae 
— ~ \ ~ -« 
7 To iN. RODUCED = BRISBANE 


aad oe = ~e? - Vv ed "4 fond , . ~* “7 
-RE COLALER“-MALL in English 9 Mar 83 p 10 


mer tad es WVaW ia’ 
y ancrew McKenzie) 





A COMBINED vaccine which protects chil- 
dren against both measles and mumps wi! be 
available at the Brisbane City Hal! from next 
week. 

The Brisbane City Council health commitice 
chairman, Alderman O'Sullivan, said a single injec- 
tion would give long-lasting protection against both 
diseases. He said it was available to chiitren from 
the age of 12 months. 

combined vaccine can be given to people 
who have had, or have been immunised, against ¢i- 
ther disease,” he said. 

“With measles and mumps, it is not so much the 
dwease but the complications that present the main 
risk,” he said, 

The move to introduce the new vaccine was ap- 
plauded at yesterday's council meeting 

Alderman Brusasco (ALP, Lutwyche) said it was 
a worry that, since the incidence of diseases such as 
whooping cough, diphtheria, tetanus and polio was 
decreasiig; many parents had neglected to keep 
thee 's immunisations up to date. 

“We have to keep reminding people of the impor- 
tance of ummuniation and make sure that |00 per- 
ceat of the children in our community are im- 
manwed against al) diseases,~ he said. 

The Opposition Leader, Ald. Sallyanne Atkinson, 
said the council should heavily promote its immu- 
sauion program. She said the council should produc: 
oo be available at ward o.- 
ices. 

The City Hall clisic will be from 2 p.m. to $ 
pm. Monday to Friday, as well as Wednesday |! 
am. to 12.45 p.m. and Thursday 5 p.m. to 6.45 p.m. 

The couscil’s modile clinic wil! visit al! high 
schools ws the Greater Brisbane area in July to im 
munise girls against rubeila (German measics). 




















THE. number of measles cases in 
Batkrczin dropped substanuaily 
last month compared to the 
same period last ‘ear 

Only 31 cases wer: reported last 
month, aS against 187 cases in 
March ‘ 82 

Heaith officals recorded over the 
past three months 39 cases, of which 35 
were in unvaccinated chilcren 

The drop in figures followed an inten- 
sive vaccinanon campaign launched Dy 
the Public Health Durectorate 

Of the four vaccinated chiidrea who 
Jeveioped measies me received the 
vaccine S</ore the age of one year. No 
hooster was oven, and the child de- 
veloped the disease nine years after 
vacananon. sad a Health Munustry 
spokesman 

The total number of measies cases 
reported on the isiand over the past iV 
vears is 2 (38 





Talking about other 


communicatdie diseases 


the spokesman said there 
were no typhoid carcs in 
Bahrain last mont! 

Six cases were repor:> 4 
in January and February 
of which two were im- 
ported 

The sumber of viral 
hepatitus cases for three 
months was 47, against 39 
cases for comparable 
penod in 1982. Thirteen 
of them were imporned 

Bahrain's hospitals also 
treated 32 new panents 
for pulmonary tuberculo- 
ss durmng the iast three 
months. 








BANGLADESH 


MEASURES TAKEN AGAINST EPIDEMICS IN KHULNA 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Apr 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] KHULNA, April 3--A vigorous anti-epidemic measure has been launched in 
Khulna city against outbreak of cholera and other stomach diseases which 
claimed eight lives in Khulna municipal area over the past few wecks. 


According to Civil Surgeon, Khulna, an Army medical team headed by a senior 
Army doctor has joined the local health staff in the mass inoculation and vac- 
cination campaign in the city and supervising implementation of all anti-epi- 
demic measures undertaken by the local health authority and municipal health 
staff to check the outbreak of the diseases Two temporary emergency infec- 
tious diseases centres have been opened in the city to treat the patients 
attacked by suspected cholera and Diarrhoea. The Civil Surgeon said that so 
far eight patients died of diarrhoea, and cholera in Khulna municipal area 
though the number of patients attacked by these diseases stood at 395. He 
added that during the last four days the death tooll stood at two against a 
total number of patients of 160. 


The Civil Surgeon stated that the outbreak of epidemics in certain areas of 
Morrelgoni Kachua and Mollarhat of Bagerhat Sub-division have been effective- 
ly checked. According to his figure so far 86 patients died of suspected 
cholera in these police stations. Sporadic cases of suspected cholera have 
been received from Chitalmari police station of the same Sub-division and 
proper preventive measures has been taken by the health staff, he said. 


CSO: 5400/7100 











BANGLADESH 


CHOLERA BREAKING OUT AGAIN IN BAGERHAT, OTHER AREAS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Apr 83 p 2 


[Text] BAGERHAT, Apr 5--Cholera that had been subsided in the south east of 
Bagerhat Sub-division has again broken out in north-Bagerhat particularly at 
Chitalmari, Mollahat and Bagerhat thanas including Bagerhat municipal area. 


The disease has claimed a toll of 33 human lives in those three thanas (Chi- 
talmari-19, Mollahat-9 and Bagerhat-5) in the last fortnight alone, according 


to non-official reports here. 


This puts the non official death figure to 130 during the last one and half 
month. But the Deputy Civil Surgeon of Bagerhat confirmed only 103 deaths. 


Scarcity of pure drinking water, sale of unwholesome food stuff and rotten 
fish and the existence of kutcha latrines have been ascertained to be the main 
causes behind the outbreak of this fatal and infectious disease. 


Charbaniari, Hizla and Kalatala unions are the worst affected areas in Chital- 
mari thana. 


It is learnt that there is a scarcity of saline and other necessary medicines. 
For want of these medicines the medical teams engaged in the cholera affected 
areas cannot discharge their duties properly. 


Lt. Col. Dr. Moniruzzaman of Jessore Cantonment, the Deputy Director of 
Health, Khulna, Civil Surgeon, Khulna, the S.D.0O. Bagerhat and the Deputy 
Civil Surgeon of Baterhat visited the cholera affected areas. 


Madaripur 


Madaripur Correspondent adds: Cholera has claimed seven lives and attacked 
another 36 persons in upgraded Rajoir thana, according to a telegraphic 


message. 


According to an official source, the affec’.ed villages are Hori das, Mahen- 
dradi, Kabirajpur and Vatiarkandi. 


CSO: 5400/7102 








BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


MORE CHOLERA DEATHS--PABNA, Apr. 4--Fourteen persons died and more than 500 
were attacked with diarrhoea following outbreak of the disease in epidemic 
form in Pabna Sadar, Atghoria and Ishurdi thanas during last 15 days. On an 
average 20 diarrhoea patients are being admitted to Pabna Sadar hospital every 
day. District medical control room when contacted confirmed seven deaths. 
According to the Deputy Civil Surgeon, Pabna 100 persons were attacked only 
within Pabna Sadar thana. No effective measures have been taken to combat the 
epidemic. It was learnt that scarcity of drinking water was responsible for 
fresh outbreak of diarrhoea. Madaripur correspont adds: Cholera broke out in 
epidemic form in Shibchar thana where it had already claimed 19 lives and 82 
more persons were attacked with the diseases, according to an official source. 
The affected vilages are: Barcha, Bashkaudi, Bora, Vilukhi, Shaikpur, Bajit- 
pur, Panchar. [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 5 Apr 83 pp l, 8] 


MEASLES OUTBREAK REPORTED--Measles also has broken out in upgraded Rajior 
Thana where it already attacked about 100 children. According to report, the 
affected villages are Amgram Purbapara and Paschim para. At least seventy 
children of Amgram Union Parisad and another thirty children of different 
unions of Upgraded Rajior Thana. [Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 9 Apr 83 


p 2) 


CSO: 5400/7104 








CYPRUS 


BRI EFS 


JI DOSPREAD ACUTE VIRAL INFsCTION=-An acute viral infection has appeared 
recently in Cyprus causing laryngitis (temporary, of course) in thousands of 
of persons, including Archbishop Khrysostomos who was unable to officiate 

in the l April national independence doxology. Medical circles informed us 
that the infectious viral epidemic causes a larynx allergy followed by 
spasms and hoarseness which often affects and weakens the voice and causes 
respiratory difficulties. The infection strikes all ages, young and old. 

e are also informed that an acute flu has broken out causing the accuwmlation 
of \2avy micous in the nose which in turn causes severe headaches. Alreacy, 
many persons have gone to city hospitals for the removal of the coagulated 
mucous in their nasal passages, having previously taken antibiotics but 
with no results. /Text/ Micosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 2 Apr 83 p 127 


7520 


CSO: 5400/2535 
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BRIEFS 


TYPHOID DEATH--NZPA, Suva. An outbreak of typhoid in Fiji has claimed its 
first victim, 2l-year-old Teapo Naseva, of Rabi Island. Since Hurricane 
scar swept Fiji early in March there has been a sudden increase in the 
number of suspected cases. Eight cases have been confirmed and four 

thers are suspected. [Text] [Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 
4 Apr 83 p 1] 
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GHANA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DUTBREAK, DEATHS--An urgent appeal has been made to the Ministry of 
Health, the Emergency Relief Aid Secretariat, as well as public-spirited 
organizations and individuals to dispatch medical supplies to the Somanya 
hospital to help tveat the mounting cholera cases reported there. According 
to a spokesman for the town, an average of three people dies daily at the 
hospital because of lack of vital drugs to combat the outbreak of the disease 
in the area. Another appeal has gone to the authorities to come to the aid 
of about 25 accident victims who are on admission at the Somanya hospital. 
[Text] [Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 29 Apr 83 AB] 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


CRITICISM OF FOOD HANDLING--Opposition Councillor, Harold Snagg yesterday 
spoke out against food handlers, particularly those in Chinese restaurants, 
who show reluctance towards seeking medical examination as required by law. 
Referring to cases where he visited a few restaurants and learnt of the many 
food handlers unwilling to go for medical checkup, Cde Snagg told the statu- 
tory meeting of the City Council that a “dangerous” situation is looming for 
persons who eat food from restaurants. A special committee of the City Coun- 
cil will shortly investigate conditions under which food is prepared at 
restaurants. It will also look at the operations of liquor restaurants. 
Deputy Mayor Claude Merriman, who chaired yesterday's proceedings in the 
absence of Mayor Mavin Benn, told the meeting that the Council will do every- 
thing within its powers to put an end to unscrupulous practices in restau- 
rants. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 29 Mar 83 p 8] 
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MYSTERIOUS KILLER DISEASE PERSISTS IN JODHPUR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Mar 83 p 15 


[Text] JAIPUR, March 30 (PTI)--The mysterious disease which claimed 67 lives 
within 50 days (February-March) in village Solankia Tala of Jodhpur district 
is still persisting although the fatality has gone down, according to a medi- 
cal team which visited the affected areas early this week. 


Dr. Gauri Shankar, a senior chest specialist, who led the team said here today 
that the disease was still unidentified. However, all the patients were re- 
sponding to the treatment. 


The team, sent by a local newspaper, "Rajasthan Patrikxa,” has also ruled out 
Starvation as the cause of the deaths. Dr. Gauri Shankar said the deaths were 
not due to malnutrition either as the victims belonged to properous families. 


The team which had taken a mobile laboratory and para medical staff, expects 
to pinpoint the cause of the disease within six to eight weeks when the re- 
sults of the chemical examination of the samples collected would be available. 


They are sending the samples to the Central Institute of Virology as they sus- 
pect viral infection. 


Dr. Gauri Shankar said unfortunately no post-mortem was performed on the vic- 
tims, which could have given the vital clue to the cause of the disease. 


Dr. Gauri Shankar said the deaths occured within four hours to four days. The 


main symptoms were cough and high fever. Children had particular appearances 
like sudden flush of face. 


CSO: 5400/7098 
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BRIEFS 


STATISTICS ON TYPHOID--AJMER, April 1 (PTI1)--Seven million persons suffered 
from various water related diseases in the country of which 11,234 persons 
died, according to the latest Health Statistics of India (1982). The dis- 
eases caused by poor sanitation include typhoid, infective hepatitis, cholera, 
dysentery and gastro-enteritis, the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence 
said. Of the 290,000 cases of typhoid, the highest number (80,624) was 
reported from the hospitals in Madhya Pradesh followed by 45,000 cases from 
Uttar Pradesh and 88,200 from Karnataka. Analysis of the statistics reveal 
the highest combined incidence of water-related disease for 10,000 population 
was in Lakshadweep (2,500) 1,936 in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. In Delhi it 
was 379 per 10,000 persons compared to the national average of 109 per 10,000. 
The highest number of persons suffering from diarrhoeal diseases was in 
Maharashtra (1.2 millions) and Madhya Pradesh (one million), while Tamilnadu 
(28 per 1,000) accounted for maximum number of fatal cases. Since hydration 
therapy saves a vast majority of diarrhoeal cases, the high incidence of 
fatalities reflects the failure of the primary health care delivery system in 
Tamilnadu. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Apr 83 p 7) 
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INDONESIA 


VENDOR'S WATER FOUND TO BE SOURCE OF WEST JAKARTA GASTROENTERITIS 
lakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 29 Mar 83 p 3 


(Article: "Gastroenteritis in West Jakarta: Bacteria Spread by Pushcart 
Vendor's Water” ] 


[Excerpt] Dr Soekardjono, chief of P3M [control, prevention and eratidation 
of communicable disease] Affairs of the Special Capital Region of Jakarta 
jlealth Service, told KOMPAS in his office on Monday afternoon [28 March) that 
gastroenteritis which had spread in 12 wards in West Jakarta has subsided 

hut the public must continue to be vigilant, maintain a clean environment 

and cook food and boil water before eating or drinking it. 


Soekardjono explained that the Special Capital Region's Health Service is 
continuing to investigate the source of the disease that erupted on 9 
March. Further, treatment is being given to former patients who it is 
believed are still infected with gastroenteritis bactiera even though they 


seem to have been cured. 


It was recorded that the recent outbreak of gastroenteritis resulted in 

881 cases in West Jakarta. Further there were 579 cases in wards scattered 
throughout the other Special Capital Region areas. As of Monday afterncon, 
10 persons had died of gastroenteritis in Jakarta. 


Dr Soekardjono said that since 24 March only one to four persons were 
admitted daily to hospitals for gastroenteritis. When the disease was 
spreading, dozens of persons in the 12 wards were treated daily in hospitals. 
This indicates the gastroenteritis outbreak is beginning to subside. 


Regarding the hydrant suspected of being the source of gastroenteritis 
bacteria, Dr Soekardjono explained the health service investigation 

revealed that the bacteria was present, but it has been confirmed that water 
from that hydrant was contaminated by water oozing from the local residents’ 
garbage dump. Kaporit has been used to control the contamination. Residents’ 
wells and the local hydrants have been treated with kaporit 


Dr Soekardjono reported that the circumstances are very poor in the areas 
stricken with gastroenteritis for the past 20 days. The residents generally 
have been ubving their drinking water from a pushcart vendor. The health 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS IN NORTH SUMATRA--Seven persons died and 48 are still being 
treated for gastroenteritis which struck the Natal Subdistrict, South 
Tapanuli Regency, located about 500 kilometers from Medan. A South 
Tapanuli Health Service team, headed by Dr Syamsuddin Nasution, during its 
investigation, found pieces of fabric and cans hanging from trees. They 
had been hung there by local residents who believe the fabric and cans will 
capture the disease which has taken seven lives. The South Tapanuli Health 
Service team is continuing to provide treatment. The disease is not a major 
calamity, Dr Sjamsuddin said, but it erupted because of poor sanitation, 
particularly poor potable water facilities and poor personal hygiene. 
[Excerpt] [Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 18 Mar 83 p 4] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN RIAU--The gastroenteritis epidemic which struck Serapung 
Village in the Kuala Kampar Subdistrict, Kampar Riau Regency, resulted in 

14 deaths; 105 persons are still under treatment. Fifty families fled the 
village because they were afraid of catching the disease. Moreover, there 
is little clean water in that village. Questioned by MERDEKA in Bangkinang, 
A. Jali Johan, secretary of the Kampar Regency area, replied that his office 
had learned of the gastroenteritis epidemic on 19 March and as of 22 March 
14 children had died. Treatment is being provided to 105 other persons 

at the local elementary school. A. Jali Johan added that 50 families fled 
to Selatpanjang because they were afraid they would contact gastroenteritis 
which might cause death. He also said that the drought in Serapung Village 
had created problems in obtaining clean water. Water is obtained only from 
ditches where it no longer flows and is unsuitable for human needs. Earlier 
in Selatpanjang these 50 families had been quarantined for gastroenteritis. 
Upon investigation only one of the refugees was found to have gastroenteritis. 
These people originally lived in Selatpanjang but moved to Serapung Village 
to farm. There are some 2,000 residents of Serapung Village who gain their 
livelihood from dryland agricluture. [Excerpts] [Jakarta MERDEKA in 
Indonesian 29 Mar 83 pp 1, 12] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN BALI--Since 14 March 67 residents of Denpasar have been 
stricken with gastroenteritis including 2/7 who were admitted to the Wong 
Aya General Hospital (North Denpasar) on the morning of 15 March which 
coincidentally was the Nyepi holiday. As of 1900 on 15 March 1 person had 
died and 35 were still being treated at the hospital. The rest had been 
sent home. The majority of those stricken came from Baha Village, Mengwi 











Subdistrict, Badung Regency. Others came from Pelita Pekambingan Ward 
and Yangbatu Village. [Excerpt] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 
16 Mar 83 pp 1, 12] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN CENTRAL SULAWESI--On 14 March a gastroenteritis epidemic 
struck the Bora and Tewuno Villages of Iromaru Subdistric, Dongkala Regency. 
According to a report received by the Dongkala Regency Health Service, 20 
persons had died as of Monday [21 March]. It is believed the number of 
deaths is rising. However, since there have been no reports on the death 
rate, it is impossible to ascertain how many persons have actually died. 

As of Monday it was reported thar gastroenteritis had spread to Palu 

City. According to Mrs Ragiah Rustam, chief of the Southeast Sulawesi 
Province Health Service, a number of residents of Ujua Village and Baru 
Hamlet in the west Palu area were reported to have been stricken with 
gastroenteritis. As on Monday afternoon it was still not known how many 
cases had developed. There was another report of gastroenteritis epidemic 
in Besusu in the east Palu area. The Southeast Sulawesi Health Service 
ordered local residents to prepare oralit as first aid to family members 
stricken by gastroenteritis. This medication is sold without perscription 
at apothecary shops or drug stores. On Friday [18 March] village chiefs 

as well as Dr Herman of the public health center warned the residents to be 
vigilant about certain parties taking advantage of the situation, for 
instance, persons who illegally offer injections. The public was informed 
that such injections are ineffective for preventing or curing 
gastroenteritis. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 23 Mar 83 


p 3] 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN ACEH—In Sekinel Village, Linge Isag Subdistrict, Central 
Aceh Regency, 21 children under the age of 5 have died in the past month 

from gastroenteritis and convulsions. According to information obtained 

by SINAR HARAPAN on Friday [25 March], none of the victims was treated at 

the public health center because the village is located far from the capital 
of Linge Isag Subdistrict. It takes 2 days and 2 nights to get there on 
foot. Queried by SINAR HARAPAN on Saturday morning, Dr Ilyas, chief of 

the regional office of the Special Region of Aceh Health Department, admitted 
that his office as yet had not received a report from the Central Aceh 
Health Serivce. "The Central Aceh Health Service must first inform us 
before we become involved with this contagious disease," he said. He said 
his officw would contact the local health service immediately. A team will 
be sent to the village if the contagious disease is really spreading there,’ 
he added. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 26 Mar 83 


pp 1, 12] 6804 


RABIES IN BOGOR--The mass vaccination program for rabies in the Bogor 
municipal area which began on Wednesday [20 March] is to be discontinued. 
Until further notice, dogs running loose will still be caught and killed. 
Veterinarian Asrul Makmur, chief of the Bogor Municipal Animal Husbandry 
Service, told HARIAN UMUM AB in his office that Bogor Municipality will be 
declared free of rabies if by 14 May no dogs have been found to have rabies. 
To date 2,900 dogs have been vaccinated and 30 have been killed. Fourteen 
persons were bitten by dogs suffering from rabies. All these dogs were 











xind to be positive for rabies after laboratory examination. r ir 
no cases developing by 14 May, the animal husbandr ‘rvice will propose 
that the mayor ot Bogor rescind Decision 443.34/5¥-5/-um/33, dated 26 
january 1953, and issue a new decision to the effect that ,;oz0r Municipali 
is declared tree of rabies, Asrul said. For an area to de declared fre ) 
rabies, it must be observed for 4 months, and bogor aS Deen Ziven tne ways 
and means to extend this time limit by 15 days [f rabies is still tound 
to be present in the area after the additional 15-day period, the tim an 
be extended for another 4 months. For the 1982-33 period in tne west Java 
Province, it was recorded that Karawang had 1] rabid dog and 130 persons 
were bitten by dogs, Purwakarta had 1 rabid dog and 7 persons were bitt 
by dogs, Garut had 1 rabid dog and 100 persons had been bitten by dogs, 
Tasikmalaya had 3 rabid dogs and 224 persons were bitten by dogs, Cianis 
l rabid dog and 309 persons were bitten by dogs, and Kuningan had 1 rabid 

DT meine ¢ 


log and 75 persons were bitten by dogs. [Excerpts] [Jakarta HARIAN L 
in Indonesian 31 Mar 83 p 2] 6804 


UNIDENTIFIED DISEASE IN PONTLIANAK--An unidentified disease with symptoms 
of fever, stiff joints, followed by the eruption of a rash like that whi 
develops in the keremut disease is currently striking residents oi 


n 
Pontianak Municipality. This disease, which attacks persons irrespective 
] 


of their age--from children to grandparents--is cal 
residents of Pontianak. It is so named because the victim has painful 


7? ear hy 
‘ . . sf 


joints like those caused by rheumatism from which Pak Raden su 


is the old man in the TV series "Si Unyil," who becomes cranky when asked 


to participate in local mutual cooperation efforts. The Pak Raden fever 
is a disease that spreads rapidly. If one individual in a family is 
Stricken, others become ill in a short while. From J 

estimated that almost half of the more than 3} 
have been stricken by Pak Raden fever. jevertheless thus far there have 
been no deaths. Dr Nur Arifin Naim, chief of the West Kalimantan Provin 


Regional Health Otfice, who was contacted by MERDEKA in his office on 
Tuesday (29 March), could not, up to this time, identify the disease that 
disease spreads very rapid] y 


has stricken residents of Pontianak. The 


4 


and has spread to Mempawah (60 kilometers from Pontianak), the capital ci 


f 


of Pontianak Regency, and to Singkawang City (145 kilometers from Pontiar 
the capit al of Sambas Regency. "We have taken blood s amples from patient 
stricken with this disease for laboratory tests to be made in Jakarta,’ 


Nur Arifin Naim explained. From the symptoms which seem to be a feveris! 


body accompanied by painful joints, followed by the eruption of a rash wit 
seems to be similar to the subcutaneous hemorrhages that appear in the 
keremut disease, it is believed that this disease is Vikungunyah, whi 


> 
historically orginated in Africa and India. Chikungunyah, according to 
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ed Pak Raden tever by 


anuary to date it is 
390,900 residents of Pontianak 
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Nur Arifin, is céused by the virus Aibovirosis A’ which is spread by the 


same vector as d-ngue fever, the mosquito Aedes aegypti. [Excerpts) 
[Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 3] Mar 83 pp 1, 12] 6804 











BRIEFS 


MALARIA DEATHS--Forty-five people died of malaria in various parts of 

Narok District in February. According to a report on malaria, compiled 

by the Narok District health education officer, Mr C.W. Kerario, an unknown 
number of people have also died in their manyattais. The Ministry of Health 
launched an anti-malaria campaign in Osupuko and Kilgoris divisions in an 
effort to curtail the spread of the disease. The report said that a survey 
was carried out by the health education officer and the public health 

ytficer, Mr Michael Ndirangu, which showed that 15 people had died of malaria 
at Kilzgoris Mission Hospital. The report further said that three medical 


teams were deploved in the malaria infested divisions to isolate and treat the 


\s 


and give prophylactic drugs. Mr Kerario said that there were adequate 


lrugs in all the health institutions in the affected areas. He said people 
ave been asked to report for treatment as soon as malaria is suspected and 


to observe preventive measures. /Text/ /Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
23 Apr 63 p G/ 
CHOLERA IN BUSIA--Two people have died of cholera and five others have been 
treated in Busia District Hospital and discharged since the disease broke 
out in Busia town early this month, the Busia Public Health Officer, Mr 
Samwel Nyambiosi has told a public reeting. He identified the dead as 
Peninah Agola of Marachi Estate who died on April 8 and Sisa Makanite of 


Bulanda Estate. He pointed out the victims had fallen sick after visiting 
a neighbouring; untry. Mr Nyambiosi advised wananchi during a meeting in 


t alert health officials on cholera outbreak and to ensure their 
environment was clean curb the disease. He ordered landlords who had not 
rovided their tenants with toilet facilities, refuse pits and proper water 


a 
LC 


irainage to do so or face prosecution. All public premises must ensure 
thorough cleanliness, he said, and advised hotels and other food premises in 
the town to serve food on utensils washed with hot water. He added that food 
iandler t be i lean uniform and should have undergone medical examina- 


¢ 
asked the fish smokers to dig pits in which to deposit 
the fish remains. Mr Nyambiosi advised Busia residents not to panic because 
health officers were doing their best. He advised the people to take to the 
hospital any person who complains of stomache diarrhoea and vomitting without 
lela Addre ing the gathering, the Busia D.O., Dr P. Ochina, said the 
local administration will join the officers in inspecting the estates that 

iit by the disease. He expressed concern at the poor sanitation 
condition of some of the estates in the town and urged the residents and 
landlords to improve the conditions. /Text/ /Nairobi THE STANDARD in 


English 23 Apr 83 p 5/ 


tion. Mr Nvambiosi 








STILL THREAT IN KE ITAN 
Yr THE \TI A ECKO in Engliis 5 > 
KOTA BRARU, The main cause of 
Tues. — Malana is malaria is atin buted to 


stu! a threat to the 
copulation of Ke- 

tan, particularly 
those li in the 
districts of Hulu Ke- 
lantan and Kuala 
Kerai, at a rate of 
between 700 and 
1,000 cases being 
recorded a month, 
says Dr Sukarjo, 
the medical officer 
for both distncts. 

About one-third of 
the cases in Peninsular 
Malaysia are from Ke- 
lantan while one-third 
of the cases in Kelan- 
tan are found in land 
schemes parucuiarly in 
the districts of Tanah 
Merah and Hulu Kelan. 
tan. 


He says 11 persons 
ced of the disease last 
year, representing the 
number of 


were in their teens, he 
ada 


the disorganised shift- 
ing of peopie to new 
areas. 

“The people are also 
mot senouws enough 
about the disemse which 
many still believe is 
associated only with 
moving into new ares,” 


he says. 

Dr Sukarjo is confi- 
dent that malaria cmes 
can be rediced if the 
settiess will co-operate 
with the authonvues Dy 
taking a serious view 


of the disease and is 


dan . 
4 State Govern. 
ment is keeping a clase 


survediance on the di- 
seme following a direc. 
ve by the anti-maiaria 
Girector for Malaysia 
The directive which 
wes issued in 1980 re. 
quires all contractors 
to regster their workers 
so that blood tess may 
be carried owt an them. 
r, many of 
the contrac:on. espe. 
cially those invoived in 
the construction of the 


se at 
fi. S4 os - ~ 


Gua Musang-Kuale Ke- 
ru Highway have not 
done so 

Swdies carried out 
by the Kelantan vector 
carner disease control 
office has found that 
workers from another 
area coming in to work 
on the land schemes 
have been a source of 


workers and setders of 
the land schemes, com- 
mon vicums of maijana 
are members of whe 
armed forces and police 
and the Orang Asli 
community. 

The occurrence of 
the disease in land 
schemes is a cause for 
concern because 43,000 
of Kelantan's popule- 
tion are in these 
schemes. 


Activites carried oat 
by the contra office 
included the identifica- 
tien of Malana cases 
so that they may be 
treated immediately to 
break the chain of coo- 


tagion 
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WTIPOLIO CAMPAIGN--The antipolio campaign has achieved /5 
the State of Mexico which is equivalent to more than 5/0,000 doses administered. 


/uStavo Baz Diaz-Lombardo, head of the Coordinated Public Health Services, 


Dr 
intensive 


innounced the foregoing and indicated that in the State, the annual 
‘acCination campaigns have decreased considerably the poliomyelitis incidence 
index among the infant population, to the extent that in the past year there 
four cases of the dread disease registered. He pointed out that 


were on ] v 
incidence 


these campaigns have succeeded in the last few years in reducing the 
ot this disease, although repetition and perseverance of the campaigns are 
ibsolutely essential in avoiding the risk of again spreading, as in former 
years, given the infectious nature of the disease. /Excerpt/ /Mexico city EL 
DIA in Spanish 1 Mar 83 'Metropoli' supp. p 8/ 9678 


); 5400/2068 








BRIEFS 


MENINGITIS CONTROL MEASURES--His Majesty's government has made provision for 
necessary medicine, medical personnel and equipment at infectious disease 
hospital [words indistinct] hospital under a special program designed to con- 


vw 


trol meningitis in Katmandu valley. A spokesman of the Health Ministry said 
1 special arrangement has been made under which anyone suspected of having 
mtracted the disease can be admitted to the hospital. Various kinds of tests 


ind examinations are also being conducted on those who came in conta 
meningitis patients to find whether they have contracted diseases. 
Katmandu External Service in English 1450 GMT 29 Apr 83] 
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MENINGITIS KILLS 15 IN BORNO 


FRIAN in English 21 Mar 83 p l 


[brahim Biu] 


-en persons died of Cerebro Spinal Meningitis (CSM), in three local 
‘as of Borno State within the last one month. 





from the Maiduguri Metropolitan, Jere and Magumeri local gov- 


the Maiduguri General Hospital and the state's health manage- 
the NEW NIGERIAN that formal reports had been made to the 
»f Health about the outbreak of the disease and measles as 


th of the patients. 


> 


of the diseases were known to have been reported at both 
| Hospital and other health clinics within the state capital 


ha 


- 


and half months. 


the state's health management board, Dr A. Bwala, said that 
the CSM, whooping cough and measles were on a minimal scale 
‘ ? V e a r . 


hat vaccination against the diseases began in December last 

(ll being carried out. He said the board had acquired suftfi- 
the vaccination and therefore, appealed to the public to 
ition because, according to him, the turnout for vaccination 
poor. 


lso said that the peak of the outbreak of such diseases parti- 
would be between April and June this year. 


ector of health services, Dr M. Arshad said that his office 


any report about the outbreak of any of the three diseases. 


> 


that vaccination of the public against the diseases was now 
in all parts of the state. 


noredicted that the outbreak of the diseases in the state 


very small scale this year because the four-year cycle of their 


in its second year. 
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KANO STATE VACCINATIONS=--About 3.5 million people in Kano State were vaccinated 
against various infectious diseases in the last two years. Dr Daiyabu Mohammed, 
the medical officer in-charge of the Epidemiological Unit in Kano, said at a 
workshop on the preservation of vaccines in Kano on Monday. He said that the 
immunisation programme was designed to eradicate infectious diseases such as 
tuberculosis, whooping-cough, tetanus, weasles, cholera, poliomyelitis and 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. Dr Daiyabu also said more than 80 percent of the 
vaccination campaigns were carried by mobile teams dispatched to remote villages 
of the state, adding that there were now plans for integrated mobile vaccination 
team comprising vaccinators, health educators, nutritionists and community 
health officers. Also speaking on the occasion the state commissioner for 
Health, Hajia Amina Isiaku Kiru, observed that in srite of the expanded pro- 
gramme on immunisation there had been no appreciable decline in the incidence 

of measles and called for a critical look at the problem with the view to mak- 
ing suggestion or alteration where necessary. [By Abdulhamid Babatunde! [Text] 


{Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 25 Mar 83 p 9] 


CSO: 5400/238 


27 











Karachi DAWN in English 1 


~ 
- 


Article by Mushtaq Ahmed: 
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Text | 


WITH a per capita incomé 
of Rs. 3600 the teeming mil- 
lions of Pakistan, living on 
the brink of subsistence, do: 
not have the financi 
capacity to pay for the treat 
ment of diseases to which, 


posed. The | general’ 


practitioner is their locality: 
is their first resort, the: 
specialist in the public 
hospital their next an 
probably the last refuge. 
Only in the public hospitals 
is sophisticated technology 
available for scientific 
diagnosis and cure. 

How hmited ere these re 
soufes and how limitiess the re 
quirements, 6 casual visit to an out 
door patients department or « gen 
erai ward would at once reveel. The 
spectacle of overcrowding of pa 
trent sin one hospital and a patient 
str uagling to catch the doctor's eye 
in another hospital and a look at 
(Nhe Jong waiting list for a bed ina 
third will quaxkly dispel any illu- 
ons one might have of prompt at 
rention and permanent revet The 
hospitaiy are simply incapable af 
coping with the pressing demand 
tor medual advice. clinical tests 
\ rave, surgical operations ané 
hospitalisation Convalescence and 
after treatment care 1s not their re 
sponsibility Too few doctors. too 
lew Deis and [ao many petients ts 


| 
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ah apt description of the conditions 
one can see. The patients go there 
because they have nowhere else to 


go. 

For a populauan of 80 millions 
we have 25,000 doctors, 600 hosp 
tals am@ 30,000 beds. To the 
Mimastry of Heaith and Statistical 
Division these figures represent 
strking progress over the base year 
1947 with which comparisan is in- 
variably made, but for the peapie 
in whose Lives progress ought to be 
reflected, it conveys no message of 
hope. One doctor for 3500 persons, 
one bed for 1500 patents and one 
hovpital for a popularon of 1,500.00 
cannot provide even a modicum of 


‘health service to the community 


Even this service inadequate as it 
1s 1s NOt evenly distributed ber 
ween the urban and the rura) areas. 
and among the different segments 
of socety Much depends on the io 
cation of the hospitals and the 
practitioners, whether they are 
specialists or generalists 


Shocking phenomenon 


Statistical conclusions can be de 
ceptive 4nd averages unreiiabie 
The distribution af incomes often 
ceadinens the availability of med: 
cel care to a class or locality 'n 
equality im the lerter ii a natural 
consequence of disparity im the 
tormer Doctors have 40 wresist> 
ble tendency to gravitate to the ur 
ban area. aithough the gailoping 
pace of diseases m the rural areas 
demends thew presence in the 
cayntryside. Therefore, when we 


“ational Responsibility") 


talk of surpluses and lack of job 
opportunities, specially for (Ne 
voung doctors if is always in terms 
of ettective demand and not of reai 
need 

Paradoxically, Pakistan wrk hin 
medn ai talent and yet desperate. 
short of ut. ln every discipline of 
this highly specialised proteswon, 
we have men and women of very 
high qualifications and great ex 
perience. Quite 4 tew have 
migrated from Pakistan to foreign 
land including the Lnuted Srates, 
where four thousand Pakistan: 
physnians and surgeons are be 
lieved to be practising It 1s 4 sho & 
ing phenomenon that a .ountry 
rampant in diseases can deny itsel! 
their services. eile 4 Nation «Mere 
their incidence is perhaps the |ow 
est, welcomes them with open 
arms. The reasoning is simple !r is 
8 function of supply and demand 
The operetion of this lew is behind 
the policy of the United States 

The avowed object is to increase 
the supply both locally and through 
immigration in order to meet the 
growing demand We. on the other 
hand, spend millions on med al 
ec uc ation, only 10 allow our ductors 
to week thew fortunes abroad and 
let ther unfartunate countrvmen 
live and die in pain at home 

Both the hospitais and the 
doctors working for them. form 
part of the public sector, financed 
out of the public exchequer Thes 
are in @ sense sudsidised Dy the 
public since five-sixths of the state 
revenues ere Grawn from indirect 
taves. The vast majority of the poor 











who go to these hospirals for creat- 
ment. have @ legitimete claim on 
their services end 8 natural con 
cern tor wmprovement © ther 
perturmsame The patents m 
pubis Do spitas are aot seeking 
cNerity they are self-respecting 
P axistanis whose) 8 sel respect 
ought to be preserves at ali costs Dy 
the staff Even the Planning Chief 
im mas publ utterances, tends to 
forget at 4n apparentiy sub 
siGised heeith sector. is wm eftect, 
more self cupporting than indcustry 
and s#@rxulture sustained Dy. 
sudsidies 


The allocation 


The Planning Commussion itself’ 
is Largely to blame for the negiect 
of the social sector. particularly the. 
heaith sector The health sector, in 
fact, hat been the lowest recipient 
of the allocations made in the suc 
cessite Plans one fifth of6 of the 
GNP :s very low priority in a very 
high priority sector An expend: . 
rure of Rs. 1280 million on the 
maintenance of national health s. 
less than the amount spent on the! 
comsumpuon af tobacco and bever* 
ages What is more distressing is, 
that even this meagre aljocation 1s 
not fully utilised. Health like edu-. 
cation « 4 segiected department 
suffering from bureeucrati apethy 
and inditterence. . 


The private sector has the capac. . 
(tv to supplement the public sector 
facilites But after all the fabulous 
umomes the doctors have made 
from ther practxe they would be 
most reluctant to make these 
facuimes avaiable to peyple af 
limited means. Contrary to the 
clams of thew promoters and offr 
cal pronouncements meade on thew 
inagvuguravons by high fun 
nonanes of the government, prv- 
*ate hospitals are not vehicles of 
v«tal service. About one hyadred 
at (bem operate m the cmanry ou 
the basis of private profit. Some of, 
them neauguersted by | 
Heads of State with great expecta 
roms of nelprng the poor and the, 
sik Nave now hecome big Dusiness 
propesinioens — thelr daily room” 
 harees ranemna detween Rs 500 to 
Rs 3000 It was therefore all the’ 
more surprising for Dr \lahbdubdul 


Haq to promise 4 package of incen- 
tives, mcluding financie! 4%.>' 
ance and frsca!l concesgpons, Geat 
ing the hospital industry on per 
with the horel industry or tor thet 
matter, any other industry at 
needs state suDsidy and support uf 
social security incomes are taxable 
in the United States, it 1s not under 
standabie why the profits amde Dy 
the propretors from their Dospitais 
should enjoy a taz immunity A tax 
boliday to new hospitals outside 4 
sixteen-mile radius af a city, would 
be tantamount to giving 4 direct in- 
centive to profiteering, am a 
further concentranon of health 
services im (be urOan areas to the 
detriment of the medically starved 
rural population The: services 
would be inaccessible even to the 
urban under priviieged, «hose fat 
bills omly the patents witb fart 
purses can fuct. The private hosp: 
tal do have a role to piay im the 
prevision of bealth facilities only to 
the extent of relieving the pressure” 
of the affluent sections on the re 
sources of public hospitals. Even J 
thew charges are regulated by state 
acnhon — a legslation almosx im 
possible — to enforce, the private 
sector cangot serve the interest af; 
the masses for whose ailments the 
public sector alone ws an effective, 


remedy, - 


sation and expansion af 

the public hospitals myst conse 
quently be the first priority of a 
national health policy A realistic 
policy must aim at providing a 
qummum heaith cover to the entire 
populenon throughout the length 
and breadth of the country, in all its 
sixtyfive districts and 45,009 vil. 
lages lying in thei jurisdiction A 
me for setting ap a chain af 

wil) warrant an encrmous 





side the budgetary allocations of 
the federal and provincial 


governments 


lf prive’+ philanthropy had even 
partially. .ed the yawning gap be 
tween resourres and requirements, 
the health picture would prohabiy 
heve not been so depressing Not 
long ago, the President of Pakistan 
while performing the inaugural 
ceremony of the Islamuc Lastitute of 
Psychiatry lamented the absence 


of the spurt of service in the af” 
fluent c.ass, and observed thet all 
had Gone in the reid of health and 
“aids wellaere *® 23 OOL BOFTD -« 


state achiescd nm (Me name ? 
Islam. 
The pubiic huspitels are among 


the ideal avenues for the unliserior 
of the Zaxat Fund, wdich, with rhe 
colecnon of Ushy this vear. sn 
likely to increase to Rs 4.006 mu 
hon. lavestment of half the annua! 
caUecnhoa in the health service. can 
yreid Detter dividends to the com 
Munity than any other henevovent 
purpose one can think of, besides 
the rehabilitation of the destutute 
widows and uncared-for orphans 


Private practice 


Even more hosmtals. equipped: 
with the most § sophistxarted 
electromedical instruments and 
devices, Cannot arrest the decline 
in the standards af service unless 
the staff them is inspired 
by a sense of dedicanon and devo . 
mon to the cause of the ailing hu- 
manity. The best doctors are snl 
found = the pobdlic hospitals but 
the hes: servyce by them is sul] re 
adere@ tn “hel? climes Their lucta- 
tive source of im ome is in the con- 
sulting rooms, to which the bosp:- 
tals are a convenient gateway 
Working 1n the private and public 
sector at the same mme their pn 
vate interests tend to have the bet 
ter of thew public duties, placing 
the government in a duemma from 
which there is 90 easy ex ape 


The medica! pi ofession 1s not im 
mune from the contagion of avarice 
that has infected the whole society 
Por its services sold in the selier’s 
market, you have to pay a heavy 
price regardiess of your status and 
income. It ts not merely doubrful 
but inconceivable. that even 4a sub 
Stantial raise in their incomes from 
public service will dissuade them 
from private practice The ex st 
ence of a powertul Medical lobby 
sheuld not deter the government 
from discussing the option Detween 
pubix service and private practice 
in a debate the Planning Commis 
SiON Proposes to Noid on the formu 
lation of an adequate Mealth poiny 
vader the Siath Five Year Plan 
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ISLAMABAD. Apri! 14 The drug 
Market in (he (OUntry i growing at 
an annual rate ot about 25 per cent 
whereas the total domestic demand 
for drugs and medicines increased 
to the tune of Rs. 30 tilhon during 
192 82 

At present. there are about 6500 
registered medical products out of 
which 4500 ore manufectured toc. 
ally while 200 are unported. Local 
production comprises mainly of 
Praessing and packaging a- 
tisitees only The total sumber of 
lxensing manufacturmg units ip 
the country 1s about 206 which are 
registered under the Drug Act, 
1976 Howeve. ten forms all belong 
ing to multinational companies, 
control about 65 per cent of the 
Market Va.comes and sera are pro 
duced in the public sector 

The Planning Commiswon work 
ing group of health in its report has 
made a number of dix iosures ab 
@ut the current health situation in 
the country whach is characterised 
by high birth rate, high infant mor 
tality, high child mortality, high 
maternal mortality and high 
mortidity due to communicable 
diseases. Intectious diseases have 
in the past and do at present dom 
nete the mortedity and mortabry 
“wene Among infectious. diarrhoea 

. common cause of morbidity and 
mortalits 

According to the facts revealed 
in the report (here ty at present one 
dua tot tur 4600 persons. one dentist 
for 83.636 persons, one nurse for 
6 4 hospua! beds, one peramedic 
for 2.422 persons. one primary 
health care facility for 12,943 
persons and one hospital bed for 
1790 persons. primary health care 
facilitees other than hospitals, are 
offered by 1.715 base health units, 


374 rural bealth centres, 867 
maternity and child health centres. 
3.994 dispensaries and 632 sub 
ce ures 


Tive report stated that only one 
medical college was established a! 
Abbotabed during the year 1975 
83 However. from the vear 1942 
onwards the existing medical col 
leges produced about = four 
thousand doctors per year with the 
completion of the extended seven 
years medical education cycle The 
production of four thousand 
doctors led to lack of job op 
portunitees m the Governmenr 
service during the later part of the 
plan period, which emerged with 
4n apparent surplus of doctors and 
national concern for their 
emplovment 


The report expressed its deep 
concern over the utilization of 
facilities at hospital and pointed 
out that outpatent§ ‘wildings. 
costly diagnostic equipment and 
many ancillary facilites are used 
for five to six hours im a day when 
there is 4 general scarcity of reter 
ral services in the country 

It 1s estamated that only 5, 4%. 2s 
nurses are presently available 
within the country. Of course about 
1,950 are working either m De 
fence services or in the private sex 
tor Thus other ws a shortage of 
1.815 nurses A fair number of 
nurses produced is lost esther oy 
immigration or through marriage 

Malnutrition amongst infants 
and voung children ts sij] a major 
health problem with over seven per 
cem suffering from severe and ab 
out ten per cent suftermag fram 
moderately severe mMainutrition re 
spectively Of every ten Pakistan 
children born one dies before 
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reaching tarst Derthday and over 20 
m every 100 dee betore res tira 
thew tith Darthday Some © per 
cert of chuidren under twe sufter 
trom Giarrhoes and respiratory 
tecuons. Acute Gehydr ation caused 
by diarrhoes kills BW) per cent 
malnourished 45 against two pet 
cent of well nourished bane. 

According to ome estimate tm 
teeth per child between the ages 
five to 15 wears get affected with 
canes The prevalence of cane 
mcreasung rapidly due to changes 
m lite style and eating habits The 
imerease reported im some of the 
Geveloping countries has been of 
the order of fiwe to ten Ummes m as 
many years 

There «= @ large tumber of un 
qualitred dental practitioners m 
the country whose number » es 
tumated to be seven thous nd 
PP! 





LAHORE, Apm; 7. The gov- 
efument wil take cvery siep wo 
make svailable full health fecilr- 
ties to the whole populstion in 
the Punjsd and will sex up dasic 
bealth units m alj umon councih 
mm the next fve-year pian 


Brg Manzoor Malus, Secreta- 
ry Heekh. wid im hu nal 
speech at a World licelth Day 
functron heid at the College of 
Commuruty Medxins Acre w 
day. He said the resources for 
bealth sector be dowdied and 
health facilites would De taken to 
the doorsteps of the russ] peopie. 
Bed capacity im the ruta, bealtd 
centres would De increas. 80 thet 
rural population dad not exgpr- 
ence the meanvenseic° co trevell- 
img to fer off plac> {x indoor 
treatment 


Exght specalests of verous du 
coplmes, Brg Manzoor Malk 
mid would be posted ;« cach du- 
treet headquarter hospital, while 
three s! every tehsil hospital or 
the rural] besith centre eth it, 
specralized facilnes of health will 





se " a 
} 


be available to the rural popula- 
wen near their homes. He said out 
of 2,244 union coum is. Dosic 
health units exise in 1,763. The 
remaming unions would have one 
basic heakth unit cach the plan 
period, he added 


He said that profe-ors and 
staff of the teaching hospitals had 
been asked to vitrl—distra and 
teh! headquarters horpital, in 
their jumsdicnon and extend their 
specialuaged comsultancy anc treat- 
men, to pauents there n addition 
to trarmumg Ube jumuor dcctors | 
the spot 8 

The Health Secretary § further 
ward thar at present rurs| health 
cemtres did mot have X-ray plants 
and laborstore: They would be 
equipped with X-rays and labors- 
tomes im the next couple of years 
Sumilsrly, stress nll now has been 
on the curetive mde. ly would 
now be om the preventive mde He 
called upon doctors and para me- 
dial staff to go to vihogns to 


serve the population im rural areas 
where hesith facihtees were far 
less #5 COMpared to copes —APP 
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PROJECTIONS FOR 5-YEAR PLAN DISCUSSED 


THE Planning Commission 
Group on Health has come up 
with a number of proposals for 
this sector for the duranion of 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan. Cent- 
ral to the programme, which is 
to entail an expenditure of Rs. 
15,750 million, is the setting up 
of an mtegrated system of 
health care, that is to say a 
health care apparatus which 
provides ‘a systematic link bet- 
ween the village community 
and the superstructure of the 
modern health system’. It 
might be a valid comment — 
though a somewhat despairing 
one — to point out here that 


exactly these sarne words were. 


used when the ‘new health 
package’ was announced in Oc- 
tober last year, as well as in the 
Fifth Five-Year Plan which was 
published im 1978. Are the plan- 
ners at a loss for words, or is the 
same choice of words a realistic 
appraisal of the progress made 
in the last several years? In any 
case, for the Sixth Plan this ob- 
jective is to be transiated into 
reahty through such changes as 
the addition of 2665 basic 
health units, 625 rural health 
centres, provision of 4000 
teaching beds in the existmg 
medical colleges, and the 
stimulatiog of the private sec- 
tor so that 20,900 hospital beds 
are developed during the Plan 
period. Successful implementa- 
tion of all this. and the other 
programmes. will mean that at 
the end of the Plan period there 
will be one doctor for 2503 


persons (4600 currently), one 
nurse for three beds (6.4 now), 
and one paramedic for 1315 
persons (2422 at present). 
Some of the other objectives 
are to reduce the crude death 
rate, increase life expectancy, 
reduce the incidence of com- 
municable diseases to a negligi- 
ble level and protect all 
newborns and children against 
six diseases on a regular basis. 
The basic requirement for 
achieving al] this — and which 
will dictate whether an in- 
tegrated system of health care 
is possible at all — is the alloca- 
nonof sufficient finances, for 
without this there cannot even 
be any talk about what is possi- 
ble Uafortunately un thas mat- 
ter al] governments have been 
very parsimonious, the result 


Deimg that the country shows 


one of the lowest per capita ex- 
penditures on health any- 
where. At the moment the ex. 
penditure comes to 0.6 per cent 
of GNP according to the Health 
Minister, when he himseif has 
admitted that other low-income 
developing countries spend on 
an average three per cent ot 
GNP on health. The sad part is 
that for the next plan also the 
allecanon that has been en- 
visaged is not al! that much gre- 
ater than previously. The toral, 
development and non- 
development, allocanon of 
over Rs. 11.5 billion for the 
Fifth Plan was not forthcoming 
and, in fact. the Planning Com- 
mission Group on_Health has 
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claimed thar the health sector 
received only half of whar was 
originally intended during the 
Plan- period. This means that 
targets set for the Fifth Plan 


have not been met and it will be 
during the next Plan that many 
of these will be met. An effort 
should, therefore, be made to 
make up for the shortfalls, and 
extra effort should be made 
during the next Plan so that 
some of the ‘losses’ of the cur- 
rent one are retrieved. 


Major stress should, of 
course, be placed on providing 
health facilities in the rural 
areas and the present concept 
of setting up various Categories 
of health units, each category 
equipped with different de 
grees of sophisticated equip 
ment, should provide an ans- 
wer if properly implemented. 
This last is the key factor since 
the bureaucracy is all too often 
guilty of simply playing the 
numbers game, Diatantly ignor- 
ing the qualitative side of 
things. A senior official of the 
Planning Commission. while 
outlining the proposals for the 
Sixth Plan deplored the fact 
that of the present 4000 or so 
basic health units 50 per cent 
were without potabie water 
while most lacked electricity. I 
is obvious that if this is the sort 
of health facility that is put up 
then the gains from it will be 
reduced, to put it mildly Sup 
portive infrastructure should 
be developed at the same ume 
so that the usefulness of health 
units is not impaired. Another 
grave shortcoming in the rural 
areas is the lack of trained 
personnel, caused partly by the 
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Government's inability to emp- 
loy them and partly bv ther re- 
fusal to serve in rural areas. 
This aspect is also being tack- 
led and the Government was 
supposed to have created 1500 
additional posts of doctors in 
the current vear. If this inital 
enthusiasm is maintained even 
partly then there should be con- 
siderable change, that 1s, if 
they are not al] retained in ur- 
ban areas. An aftempt is also 
being made to remove some of 
the genuine complaints which 
doctors have about rural areas, 
such as that of accommodation, 
during the next Plan which 
should improve the situation. 
One area that should receive 
special attention is the private 
health sector. This has ex- 
panded a great deal in recent 
years, but this has been mostiv 
in the urban areas, and even 
here it has priced itself out of 
the range of the low income 
groups. The Sixth Plan 1s bank- 
ing to avery large extent on the 
expansion of the private sector, 
bur it is not known how it: ‘| 
be induced (0 operate in rual 
areas. or provide low-cost 
health care in urban areas. It 
must be stated emphatically 
that if its operation is as at pre- 
sent then it will mean a 
perpetuation of the present 
system of catering to the mid- 
dle or upper income groups, 
with vast numbers of the poor 
dependent on inferior and in. 
adequate health facilines. Lf 
the ambitions being expressed 
now are really to be achieved 
then there must be clear<ut 
proposais on how the private 
sector will be mace [to go to the 
rural areas. 
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[Text] RAWALPINDI, Aprd 13. Dr 
Hatiz Nizamuddin Nizam, Presi 
dent, International Task Force of 
Medical Practitioners Association, 
has urged upon the Government to 
estabDlish another lower category of 
doctors to register the  non- 
registered allopathic practitioners 
in the country 

Dr Hafiz Nizamuddin was pre 
senting 4 formula to solve the 35- 
vearold issue of non-registered 
practitioners, while addressing a 
Press conterence here yesterGay 
atternoon 


. 


He said a delegation headed by 
him called on the Minister of State 
tor Health and Social Welfare and 
presented her the formula 

Elaborating his formula. Dr 
Nizam: said the new category 
should be 4 iower one so as 'o Mmain- 
tain tne status of the qualified 
doctors 


He said 4 screening board should 
immediately De set up, 48 prov.jed 
under the Allopath« Rules 194 
Arter thorough screening such 
medial practitioners who have 
certiticates or diplomas of any pri 
vate medial institution and who 
have at .east tive years of experi 
eme and have thew own clinics 
should be registered without anv 
Jim rimindation 

Dr Nizamuddin said this would 
on the one hand ensure registration 

t experienced practitioners while 

yn the other hand it would provide 
protection to a large number of un 
registered practitioners who are 
being nNarassed by the Drug ins 
District Health 


pecrors inc 
autnorities 


PRACTITIONERS URGE 


~ 
~ 


He said the non registered 
Goctors afe serving in the remote 
aneg rusai areas of (he .ountry and 
providing Dasx Medical treatment 
to the poor people in these areas 
He ciaumed that the Qguaiitied 
Goctors were hesitant to serve in 
such Dackward areas and 346 va 
ancies for qualified doctors are ly 
ing vacant in the rurai areas of Pun 
jaD alone 


Dr Nizamuddin said the issue of 
non-registered medica! practition 
ers can oniy be soived bv this 
formula 

He biamed severa! other rival as 
sociations for achieving nefarious 
objectives from the present situa 
mon bv befooling the innocent 
practitioners and extracting money 
from them s 

He compiainea that many a tume 
lists of unregistered medica 
practitioners were demanded Dy 
the Government tor registration 
Dut no concrete step has vet Seen 
taken. He said this procedure ts not 
[OO | Proot 45 M4ANy GUa@ckKS Wiis get 
themseives registered (hrough lus 
way 

Dr Nizami seid at present there 
are only 15.000 MBBS ductors avai 
able in the country. efich nas 4 
population of eight crores. He said 
sunce independence. (Ne poor —.4ss 
D | non-registerec sopa>mic 
practitioners was ser. ita (he \ lud 
gaters and ‘nus fuililine the gap 
created Dv the nomads aiadDiity ut 
Qudiitied Goctors 


He said it was Sigh time ea 
ter ‘hem 4d provide (nem an hon 
juravdie mean if? mew 
liaveishood —PPI 
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Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 9 Apr 83 p 36 


[Text } 


CSO: 


5400/4409 


HASAAN, Misamis 
Onental, Apni 8 — 


tist camp in San Anto- 
mio, this town, last 
month. 

The victims were 
among 6,000 members 
of the Philippine Be- 
nevolent Missionaries 
Assoaation who have 
set up camp on a pil- 
grimmage on a four- 
hectare lot. 

Only 33 of the fatali- 
tes have so far been 
reported to the local 
cwil regstrar, Hasaan 
Mayor Jose Salcedo 
said. Twenty-six were 
children below 13 years 
who died of dehydration 
caused by loose bowel 
movement and 
vomiting 

Municipal health 
officers have found the 
piigmms encampment 


“very unsanitary — 


Capt. Arturo Invento, 
commanding officer of 
the 421st Constabulary 
company, said the 
camp's only source of 
drinking water is an 
open pit 

The culusts’ thatched 
huts were poorly vent- 
lated while waste dispos- 


al facilities were in- 
adequate, he said. 


The bedndden wenms 
have refused medical 
treatment, believing 
that only Tomas Euge- 
mo who, they said. 1s a 
reincarnated Jesus 
Chnst, can cure them 
and make the dead nse 
from the grave, it was 
learned 


The cultists started to 
gather in the camp last 
March ™% to celebrate 
their anniversary. Thev 
came from all over Min- 
danao and Bohol 
(Cassano Navarro) 
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LIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 


DEATHS REPORTED 


Sur persons have ded 
and 47 others were re- 
ported senously sl im a 


meas'*s outbreak in 
barangay Bedbed Man- 
kayan. Benguet 


Deaths were attri- 
huted to the Gevelop 
ment of secondary infec- 
toms such as bronchop- 
neumonia. mostly 
among chidrea 


Dr Manuela Unite, 
reponal health director, 
wired Health Munsster 
Jesus Azunn yesterday 
that cases of measles 
have also been reported 
in barangays Saprd and 
Paco m Mankayan 


The senously ill pe- 
tents were brought to 
Lepanto Hospital and 
Atok Distnet Hospyrtal, 
Unite sad 


A task force com- 


posed of rural health 
unmet (RHUL) personnel 
of Mankayan has gone 
to Bedbed to bring 
mediane from the pro- 
vincial health office Its 


also undertaking drnecase 
surveillance and control 
measures 


Health authorities 
urged parents to have 
their children, particu- 
larly those between nine 
and 14 months, mmuv- 
mized against measies 


Meanwhile. the dis- 
case inteiigence center 
(DIC) of the MOH re- 
ported that the inci- 
dence of measies in Me- 
tro Manila has de- 
creased, judging from 
admiwions at the San 
Lazaro hospital! 


The number of 
measies cases dropped 
from 232 cases to 1% 
last week, much jower 
than the five-year ne- 
dian of 209 


The DIC reported 
that 144 of the cases 
were from Metro Manila 
wile the rest were from 
neighbonng towns and 
cites 
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MEASLES, OTHER 
Manila BULLETIN 
Article by 


Text} 


‘ 


ISEASE 


LODAY 


REPORTED IN DAVAO DEL NORTE 


in English 19 Apr 83 p 32 


Ped Velasco] 


TAGUM. Davao dei 
Norte. April 18—An 
vutbreak of measies and 
oroncho- pneumonia has 
claamed the lives of .4 
children in far-flung 
San Manano town here 
since February 

Provincia! heaith au- 
thomtues here identifed 
the victims of measies 
as Remedice Alperez. J. 
Roun Alipao, 3, Eleonor 
Tungguyas, 3, Leo 
Bacason, 2. Felix B Ma- 
cusa. 6 months, and 
Edwin Banai, 2 

Those who died of 
broncho-pneumonia 
were Benjamin Ayala, 
7. Hilarose Montebon., 2. 
Armando Montebon, 4. 
Alvin Amugo, 19 days. 
Tomas Mandolin, 1, 
Maniou Morng, 3. Lino 
Costalbe, 3. and Lolita 
Actang. 12 

Dr Vicente Jaiando 
ni, provincial heath 
ffleer here. said the 
spread of the air-borne 
diseases was aturidbuted 
“) weather exposure of 
the victums anc conges 
tion inside their dweil- 
nes 

Superstitious belief 
among the parents of 


the victims had aiso 
compounded the prob- 
lem. Jalandon: said 
Some perents refuse to 
see Goctors to have their 
children treated, he 
saic 

He said government 
hea.th personne .ed by 
Dr Rogelio Ilog are 
aiready conducting 
epidermmuoiogica! studes 
im the areas where the 
diseases broke out 

Meanwhile rampant 
cases of malama in the 
Gepressed barangays of 
Datu Ampunan and 
Sagud. San Vicente 
town, were reported by 
the loca! chapter of the 
Philippine National Red 
Crous led by Adminis 
trator Hipolito de 
Guzman 

In barangay Ampu 
nan. 124 out of 256 pa 
ents were suffering 
from malana In baran- 
gay Sagud 99 out of 1H 
patents were sufferng 
{rom maiana 

These were che find. 
ings of the civic action 
eam conducted ointiy 
by the Red Cross and 
the provincial heaith 
office Ped Velasc 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES DEATHS--Another ten Port Elizabeth children have died of measles 
this month, bringing the death toll this year to 110. The number of 
measles cases notified on Friday, Monday and Tuesd3y is 53 and is expected 
to be even higher by the end of this week. Last week 55 cases were 
reported. This was confirmed by Port Elizabeth's medical officer of 
health, Dr J N Sher. So far the death toll is almost double that recorded 
for the whole of last year, when 54 children died from measles.--Sapa. 
[Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 15 Apr 83 p 3] 


‘ 


MEASLES DEATHS IN PORT ELIZABETH--Port Elizabeth--Two children died of 
measles or its complications at the weekend, bringing the Port Elizabeth 


death toll since December 25 to 141. A spokesman for the Empilweni Hospital 


said yesterday the victims were a year-old boy trom Veeplaas, who was 
admitted last Wednesday, and a 10-month-old boy from Soweto (PE), who was 
admitted on Friday. Nineteen more measle cases have been notified since 
Friday, according to Dr J.L. Rawlinson, of the Department of State Health 
in Pretoria, who is in Port Elizabeth investigating the epidemic. A total 
of 1 203 cases have been reported since January 2. Of the latest 19 noti- 
fications, two are Coloureds from Missionvale and Aloes while the rest are 
Blacks, mainly from Soweto, Zwide and Site and Service. Last week the tirst 
White case this year, a two and a half year-old Kensington girl, was noti- 
fied. Dr Rawlinson expressed the hope that the number of notifications 
would start decreasing soon following the health department's immunisation 
campaign. He said there had been a decline in attendences at mobile units 
and clini:s. It could be due to people becoming complacent again, but was 
more likely the result of most of the population having | 


been immunised by 
now.--Sapa /Text/ /Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 3 May 83 p 9/ 


CSO: »4O0/ 249 











SEAFOOD PRESERVATIVES CHARGED CARCINOGENIC 


Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 10 Apr 83 pp l, 27 
/Article by Jose Antonio Frias/ 


Text The undersecretary of the Ministry of the Interior, Carlos Sanjuan, 
announced yesterday in Malaga that some carcinogenic products, and specifically 
formaldehyde, are being used to preserve sardines and anchovies which are sold 

' 


throughout the country as “chanquetes.' 
Sanjuan attended a meeting of governors of the eight Andalusian provinces in 
which he undertook a broad survey on the mix of Andalusian fishing problems, 
and asserted that the government is about to put an end to the systemic 
noncompliance with the rules governing the fishing industry and which have 
placed the region's net fishing operations on the verge of extinction. 


The use of preservatives for the treatment of shellfish has also teen, lately, 
a polemical subject when asking the Andalusian entrepreneurs for a moratorium 
on the enforcement of the prohibition regarding the use of boric acid. 

[The undersecretary of the Ministry of the Interior, Carlos Sanjuan denounced 
yesterday in Malaga the use of carcinogenic products, among them formaldehy< 
for the preservation of sardines and anchovies, which are sold as “chanquet; 
throughout Spain. Sanjuan emphasized the decision of the government to put 
in end to the systematic noncompliance with the fishing laws which has put 
in jeopardy the existence of the Andalusian net fishermen, 


le, 


Sanjuan yesterday gave lengthy and detailed statement on problems related 


Carlos 

t fishing in Andalusian coastal waters, in the meeting with the ivil 

governors of the eight provinces, the government delegate in Andalucia and 

various general directors of the Interior Ministry, as well as the general 

lirector of the National Employment Institute, Pedro Montero, who spoke on 

community emplovuwent. 

The undersecretary'’s analysis starts from the base that vigilance in complian 

with the law must affect not only fishing but aiso the sale of fish, so that 

1 ination agreement will be reached with the Andalusian junta, to wi 
this area has already been transferred. "If there is n 


jurisdiction in thi 
rdination between both administrations, not only will the problem n 
solved, but more difficulties will arise and the Andalusian net fishermer 


will disappear. 
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1am DAILY NEWS in English 20 Apr 83 


\M RABIES RECURRENCE--Meanwhile, Dr 
Council in fi 


city. ne 


the Dar es Salaam 


ine 


were cases of people bitten by rabi 
. /Excerpt/ 


Salaam 








s 


them for the past weeks. 


TDYWITNHAT 


BRIEFS 


ISQUITO PLAGUE--Residents of Maraval are calling on the Insect Vecto 


1 Division to do something about the mosquitoes which have been p 


It was reported that the people around the area 


»f the Hi-Lo Supermarket were the most affected. They have been using re- 
pellants with little effect. The mosquitoes were described as “like ants” 
ind it is believed that the situation could be caused by the drains in the 
area. A woman resident said that they have called the Ministry of Health 
t was told that nothing could be done about it. They have also tried t 
contact the Insector Vector people but they could find no number to call 
them, nor could they go directly since they have no idea where these peop] 
are located. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Apr 83 
p 6] 
CSO: 5400/7566 
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IUTBREAK UNDER CONTROL--An outDdreak of malaria reported in most 


the Copperbelt Province is now under contorl, provincial medic 
lr Vinavak Gannu disclosed in Ndola vesterday. Dr Gannu said the 


f malaria cases being handled by hospitals now had greatly reduced 
he past few weeks. He said health officers in all districts in the 
were now involved in both curative and preventive programmes t& 

hat the disease was completely wiped out. Dr Gannu said there was 
‘r about the outbreak of the disease in the province because 
was a seasonal disease which in most cases spread easily. Dr 


id at the moment preventive and curative programmes were going on 
parts of the Province and sufficient drugs were in stock to enable 


fficers carry out their work. He explained that malaria was a 
isease in most tropical countries and there was no need for people 
is a result of the outbreak in the Province as the disease cou] 
cured if reported in time. Medical authorities on the Copperbelt 
th an outbreak of the 


-- 


more malaria drugs last month to cope up w 

which caused the death of one female student and led to the admis- 

20 students at Chiwala Secondary School. Dr Gannu at the 

ncern with the high rate of malaria admissions in hospitals but 

t preventive programmes could not be carried out due to lack of 
[Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 15 Apr 83 p 5] 
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IMPROVED BRUCELLOSIS CONDITION ENDANGERED BY CATTLE IMPORTS 


Nicosia O HEROS in Greek 13 Apr 83 p 4 


/Excerpts/ The number of cattle found infected with brucellosis in 1982 was 
much lower compared to previous years. Moreover, the small number of stock 
raisers who had been charged with violation of the decree on reduction of 


brucellosis shows that our stock raisers are working completely with 


the 


anti-brucellosis drive officials, something that has resulted in the decrease 


f infection and generally in maintaining control over the disease. 


pa 


In a report for 1982, the competent services stress the alarming case of th 
illegal import of cattle from Turkish-held areas, something that not only w 
bring back brucellosis but will cause a number of other animal and human di 
Nevertheless, as mentioned above, it is fortunate that the disease is comp] 
under control and the infection and fallen to such low levels 
982 anti-bru losis drive appears as follows: 

e operat 1 of ¢ stock raisers is indispensable for the succe of t 
program, and the best wav to ensure this cooperation is the informing of t 
tock raisers with whatever relates to brucellosis and the way to combat it 

yr that reason visits to towns and mass meeting of stock raisers were ¢ 
in 1982 for the purpose of informing them. Drring 1982, total of 484 vi 
were made to town ind +, 143 k raisers attended mectings 
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BRIEFS 

RABIES EPIDEMIC DENIED--The “information” published in a segment of the press 
regarding the reported appearance of a rabies epidemic in the entire coun- 
try is inexact. The ministry is denying that there have been rablies case 
among animals and that there is a danger of the disease spreading to humans. 
[t is also stressing the fact that the rumors spread following just one case 
of rabies in a dog in the Evros Nome two months ago. As soon as the rabies 
was diagnosed and confirmed the dog was killed, as is normally the case with 


inimals suspected of being affected by the disease. [Text] [Athens TA NEA 


+ 


in Greek 20 Apr 83 p 5] 


CSO: 5400/2540 
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IMPORT BAN FAILS TO SOLVE SWINE FEVER PROBLEM 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 7 Apr 83 p 11 


[Text] Tilburg, 7 April--"Ict is good that the government has tried to curb 
swine fever with an import ban. Everyone would have been happy if it 
worked. But the farmers have now lost all hope of escaping this epidemic 
so easily.” 


J. van der Meijedn, a pig vreeder in Son of Brabant, thus expresses the 
depressed mood of his fellow farmers. It is a pessimism shared by the 
Federation of Pig Raisers, tne North Barbant Farmers and Market-Gardeners 


Federation, the Stock and ‘leat Production Association and the Animal Health 
Service Foundation. These four organizations have advised the Ministry of 
Agriculture to begin inoculations on a limited scale. 

A ministry spokesman expects a decision on the matter tomorrow. it is also 
assumed that the ministrv will shortly impose a transitional policy tor the 
import of pigs. A general import ban for breeder pigs is now in effect 


until the beginning of next week for the provinces of North Brabant and 
Limburg. 


Drastic Measures 


The Ministry of Agriculture resorted to drastic measures in late March wher 
the number of reported cases of swine tever increased alarmingly. The 
disease occurred at 70 sites in 1982, and 58 cases had already been dete ted 
this year up to the time of the ban. In the past 10 days since then, a 
number of new cases have been reported there. The Ministry of Agriculture 
sets the number at four; the veterinary service at Den Bosch sets it 
higher. 

J. de Breeser, secretary of the Federation of Pig Raisers, believes that it 
is irresponsible to delay .noculation any longer. He admits, however, that 
it is difficult to estimate in advance the drawbacks. In any case, 
vaccination program woulcu mein chat the Netherlands will have to forego for 
some time the Common Market clearance rating for swine fever. 

Another problem is that ie vaccineted pigs will decrease in value ar 


to be marketed separately trom the other animals. But De Bresser see 
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THE cattle killer 
disease — Hinderpest 
— is threatening the 
10 million cattle 
population of this 
country. 


According to a Sunday 
New Nigerian investiga- 
tions, the plague has 
taken a toil of more than 
162,393 heads of cattle 
since the outbreak was 
reported late last year. 

Rinderpest also known as 
catle plague is a virus disease 
of which ruminants ‘mainly 
cattle) are much more prone 
to 

The outbreak of the disease 
was first reported in 
November last vear in Sokoto 
with 346 cases recording £7 
deaths while Kaduna 
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reported .%7 with 92 deaths. 
Bauchi state recorded the 
highest number of cases 1,538 
with 115 deaths. 

The spread of the cattle 
plague was in the increase by 
the end of March, this year 
when 300 heads of cattle had 
died in Kaduna, 700 in Gongoia., 
50,000 in Bauchi and 10,000 in 
Plateau states. 

Veterinary experts confirm- 
ed that the cattle plague was 
not confined to the Northern 
states alone. In Ogun state 
1.000 heads of cattle were 
reported killed by the disease 
There have been suspected 
cases in Kano and Oyo states 

The veterinary services 
aimed at an effective control 
or ible eradication of 
Rinderpest dated back to 1924 
when a major vaccination 
scheme was introduced in the 
country. 
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Between 1952 to 1965, the 
recorded humber of outbreaks 


of the disease in the count 
was 3.786 with over 6. 


deaths . 
~ According to veterinary ex 
perts contacted, the following 
decades witnessed some pro 
gress toward the control of the 
disease following the introduc- 
tion of the International 
Rinderpest Controi Campaign 
known as J P. 15. This cam- 
paign was aimed at controll- 
ing the disease through vac- 
cination 

After this campaign in 1966, 
it was estimated that 92 per 
cent of our cattle population 
(10 million) had protective an- 
tibomies against rinderpes: 
at the end of the J P 15 cam- 
paign at a meeting of the Na- 
tonal Livestock Development 
Committee held in Maidugun 
— capital of Borno state 

Fulani cattle rearers have 
been asking questions as [to 
how the cattle plague should 
break out again when (the 
government assured them 10 
years ago that Rinderpest has 
been eliminated in the coun 


try 
Some of the Fulani cattle 
rearers, the Sunday New 


Nigerian spoke to about the 
cattle disease said they belie 
ed that mnderpesi is not con- 
tagious to human beings This 
was confirmed by Veterinary 











experts contacted 

Some veterinary experts 
and jocal leaders contacted 
blame the resurgence of the 
cattle piague in the country to 
short supply of the vaccine for 
cattle innoculation 

Others blamed it on the 
migration of cattle from 
neighbounng countries and 
ttle coordination between 
the local governments 
veterinary divisions in terms 
of reporting of cattle disease 
outbreaks to Federal 
Livestock Department 

The Sokoto State Commuis- 
svoner for Anima! and Natura! 
Resources, Alhaji Haruna 
Mahara, saxd in Sokoto at the 
weekend that about 39,000 
neads of cattle passed through 
the state and the Niger 
Republic border illegally last 
year 

He said that the failure to 
creck such cattle could be 
responsible for the spread of 
cattle diseases in the country 

The commussioner said ‘hat 
although the ministry offered 
vaccination facilities at 
animal control posts along the 
border. with about half a 
million heads of c2tue enter 
ing the country from Mali, Up 
ger Volta and Niger Republic, 
an epidemic would surely 
stretch our resouces 

Aiha)i Haruna then appeal 
ed to the Federai Government 
to set up more animal control 
posts aiong the nation s 
borders with neighbourihe 
ountnes 

One of the vetennary ex 
perts the Sunday New 
Nigerian contacted in AB( 
Zaria «rites. The manifesta 


tions of Ruinderpest include 
high fever, diarhvea purwen! 
discharges in the mouth and 
Gue to the figh fever that en 
sures. complete inability of 
the anima! to take in food and 
eventually death 
Rinderpest is not 4a 
ZOONOTIC disease This 
means that the disease is 
hardiy transfered from 
animais to human beings 
Runderpest was believed to 
have been eradicated into its 
resurfacing 
1 Because of the belief by the 
Federal Livestock Depart 
ment that mnderpest has been. 
eradicated, compiete cam 
paigns ‘inoculation of the 
postoral F&lam herds) were 
not pursued in an al] econpass 
ing Manner as it should be 
2 The fact that Nigeria 
shares common borders with 
Cameroon. Tchad, Niger and 
Benin, herds of these coun- 
tnes which were not being in- 
oculated in the first instance 


became carriers of the 
disease Since our borders are 
sO wide and because we im 
port catthe from these coun- 
ines. rinderpes! was imported 
albeit bit-by-bit to Nigeria 

Litle co-ordination between 
the local governments veten 
nary sections/divisions in 
terms of reporting of cattle 
plague outbreak to the 
Federal Livestock Depart 
ment and the organisationa! 
time-lag in the effecting of im 
munological efforts in terms 
of tumeiy procurement of the 
vaccine, logistics and mainte 
nance of inventory | also impli; 
pe une disease could spread 
asi 
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THE Mimsry of 
Development wi shone se 
country-wide campeign 
mainst rinderpest following 
confirmation that, the disease 
had erupted im the northen 
part of the wuntry 

The director of Veterinary 
Sernoes. Dr IS. Mpeiumbe 
said in Dar @ Salaam yester. 
Gay that. reports by livestock 
keepers of the outbreak in 
Kiteto District, Aruabe 
Region. hed been confirmed 
= rinderpest 

Dr Moelumbe said success 
of the campeign would 
depend on mobilisation of 
resources and transport 

The UN Food and 
Aa heey Organisation 

AO) has pledged to supply 
vee million doses of vaccine 
for (he campaign. he said 

A team of experts from the 
Temeke Central Verterinarn 
Laboratory wieited Kiteto 
Giaincts last week and con. 


wilf mdun “« 





Armed the disease in more 


than ten villages 

In Handen: Distnct the 
disease was established in 
Sunva and Lengate: villages. 
he said In Mpwapwa he 
disease was confirmed at Dos: 
Dos: and Nyanzi villages 
while Ol Bolot and Ofitet: in 
Kondoa distnct were also af. 
fected 

He said the situation 
needed immediate action, and 
that requests for assistance 
have also been sent to the 
European Economic Com 
munity 

Dr Mpelumbe who was in 
Rome for discussions with Ne 
FAO on the resurfacing of 
the disease in Africa, said We 
organisation expect to con 


tribute 23m - in equipmen: 
and vaccines 

Rinderpest is reported & 
have rea@urfeced in Africa 


from Senegal, rough most of 
Central Africa to East Affica 
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has manufactured 
her first jocal anti-rabies 
vaccine which Agriculture and 
Water Development Minister 
Mr Unia Muwiia yesterday 
described as a major “'break- 
through " 

Nearly 17.000 doses of the 
vacaine have been manu- 
factured in the experimental 
stage under the supervision of 
a World Health Organisauos 
(WHO) expert Dr Blancou. 

Mr Mwila revealed that 
Zambia had launched «4 
comprehensive programme to 
attain self-sufficiency im the 
production of many varieties of 
bacteria vaccine. 

Already. a K3_ million 
agreement with the European 
Economic Commission (EEC) 
had been signed for the 


oo we we we Oe 


establishment of a vaccine 
procguction unit which wouid 


see Zambia producing all the 
animal bacteria vaccines she 
required. 

‘But under Preferential 
Trade Area Agreement and 
other regional understand- 
ings, some groups of vaccines 
wil be produced outside this 
country. The foot and mouth 
disease vaccine will be 
produced in Botswana and 
viral vaccines in Kenya 

Zambia would produce 
bacterna vaccines for loca! use 
and export to other PTA 
member states 

Rabies had been a senous 


anima! and human disease 
whose controi had been 
difficult because of foreign 


exchange constraints. 
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Prevailing climatic cond)- 
uons greatly infloence the 
inodence and severity of 
many pests and diseases 

Por wsuxe warm. 
damp. and oumd weather 
favours the onset of rots 
sch a grey moskd bo 
urytis) on Strawbernes, and 
powdery mildew op always 
more prevaient wa dry 
$2450. 

A pest which always 
more common when tem- 
peratures are ep and cond) 


uke a mumatare edition of a 
grasshopper with an over 
all yeilow colour, bemce ihe 
common same 

As its name aso impues 
it 8 predomunaotiy found on 
apple trees. but hawtborus 
aiso ‘igure on its det and it 
has been recorded on pium 
Urees. 

Usually a of munor 
ugpilcance. Ugh tempera- 
teres anc ute OF OO ralD> 
fail can see it werease Wo 


The caf bopper w found 
predormunanlly op pe under. 
ude of We leaf op which it 
feeds Dy sucking out the sap 


from the foliage Ths 
causes it ‘to gradua.ly a 
sume a more anc more 
yellow spectuec appearance 
much depending oo ‘the 
severity attack 

Badly affected leaves 
may drop prematurely 

A side effect from tbe 
presence of ‘bese insects 3 
the biermshing of the fruit 
from their excrement The 
mottled appearance of the 
jeaves caused by their feed 
ung can create (the mistaken 
um of virus infec- 
thon, though » fact the two 
symptoms are quite distin 

) each aber 
There are ‘wo genera. 
uons of leaf boppers pro 
duced during Wee year 

The eggs of one jot are” 
laid wo bart of the tree 
about now and ihe second 


gemerauon are lax some 
ume w December w the 
miécnmbs and vei of ibe 
eaves 

The young are paie green 
to greenush-white and sum 
lar appearance Ww We 
adults bat are wingiess Toe 
wings of the adult more « 
\@33 envelop ‘be whow dody 
When dusturted bey jump 
wp anc about rather Unan 


Where a regular spray 
schedule us adhere’ WO Wee 
wmperts should ot present a 
protiem Carbary| orthene 
or maidison wil pve good 
coptrod 











THE Prmme Munster, Ndugu 
Edward Sokowe, has called on 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
make 4 (horough research into 
cTOp diseases which. he said. 
were presently increasing at an 
alarming rate 


ric said a Sumber of crops in 
ine county were presentiy 
suffenng from ome disease to 
amutner, notung tat iu was 
difficult to understand that even 
the County $ aDuxty tO Geal with 
the problem appeared to have 
deen umpaired quite 
considerably 


NGugu SOCoIne aS assisting 
the Deputy Munster for 
Agriculture. Ndugu I. Kasvupa. 
in answenng a supplementary 
jguesnuon from the Mpanda MP 
Ndugu EK Nsalamba. who 
wantec [0 know the steps Deing 
taken Dy the Ministry to wipe out 
the Great Grain Borer dubbed 
spreacing throughout the 
country luke bushfire” 


The Prime Munster said crops 
Uke DaMana. cloves. maize and 
cashews were preseauy under 
heavy aftack from pests and 
(mer Cise aSes$ 


Farber, the Munster for 
Agncuiture, Professor John 
Machunda, said emergency steps 
had already been taken & 
control the situauon which. he 
admitted, was alarming He said 
the measures inciuded 
importauon of chemicais and 
further research into the 
probiem 

On the “Scania . probiem the 
Minister said those using Aciell« 
chemicals shouid ensure they 
are applied on maize after every 
three months 

Ndugu Machunda was 
answenng the Nanonai MP for 
Tabora. Ndugu Mosi Tambwe 
aho expressed concern over 

Scania aftacks in the region 

The Minister said that Actellix 
Was Oly uS€Tul as IONE as one 
foilowec t prescnptions 
He empbasised that the Chemical 
shoulc De appued once afer 
every three months 

“Ndugu Machunda said that 

nce one stopped appiving the 
chemical after the first three 
months A ctellu Ost its 
Dower anc was reduced [to 4a 
source of fond for the insects 
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